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Sen. Larry Craig: ‘At the time of this incident, | complained to the police that
they were misconstruing my actions. | was not involved in any inappropriate conduct.’

Men's room arrest reopens

questions about

Idaho senator pleads
guilty to disorderly
conduct after incident
at Minnesota airport
that echoes previous
allegation of
homosexual conduct.

BY DAN POPKEY
dpopkey@idahostatesman.com

Sen. Larry Craig, who in May
told the Idaho Statesman he had
never engaged in homosexual acts,
was arrested less than a month later
by an undercover police officer
who said Craig made a sexual ad-
vance toward him in an airport
men’s room.

The arrest at a Minnesota airport
prompted Craig to plead guilty to
disorderly conduct earlier this
month. His June 11 encounter with
the officer was similar to an inci-
dent in a men’s room in a Washing-
ton, D.C,, rail station described by a
Washington-area man to the Idaho
Statesman. In that case, the man
said he and Craig had sexual con-
tact.

The Minnesota arrest was first
reported Monday by Roll Call, a
Capitol Hill newspaper.

In an interview on May 14, Craig
told the Idaho Statesman he’d never
engaged in sex with a man or so-
licited sex with a man. The Craig
interview was the culmination of a
Statesman investigation that began
after a blogger accused Craig of ho-
mosexual sex in October. Over five
months, the Statesman examined
rumors about Craig dating to his
college days and his 1982 pre-emp-
tive denial that he had sex with un-
derage congressional pages.

The most serious finding by the
Statesman was the report by a pro-

fessional man with close ties to Re-
publican officials. The 40-year-old
man reported having oral sex with
Craig at Washington’s Union Sta-
tion, probably in 2004. The States-
man also spoke with a man who
said Craig made a sexual advance
toward him at the University of
Idaho in 1967 and a man who said
Craig “cruised” him for sex in 1994
at the REIstore in Boise. The
Statesman also explored dozens of
allegations that proved untrue, un-
clear or unverifiable.

Craig, 62, was elected to Con-

Call’s Web site Monday. According

KERRY MALONEY / kmaloney@idahostatesman.com

gress in 1980. Should he win re-
election in 2008 and complete his
term, he would be the longest-serv-
ing Idahoan ever in Congress. His
record includes a series of votes
against gay rights and his support of
a 2006 amendment to the Idaho
Constitution that bars gay marriage
and civil unions.

U.S. Sen. Larry Craig, who spoke with the Statesman at length in May, denies ever engaging in or soliciting sex with a man.

Read the incident report

An undercover officer gives his
account of what he encountered
inan airport men's room. MAIN 4

What if Craig resigns?
Gov. Butch Otter picks a replacement
to fill the seat until the next election.

News about the June 11 arrest at MAIN5
the Minneapolis-St. Paul Interna-
tional Airport was reported on Roll OUR VIEW: Craig owes an

explanation to the voters who have

hired him for 27 years. MAIN 14

See CRAIG, MAIN 4

SEE THE POLICE REPORTS, WATCH VIDEO AND CHECK FOR BREAKING NEWS AT IDAHOSTATESMAN.COM
Watch Craig deny accusations in 1982, read documents describing his arrest and look for breaking updates throughout today.

DNA links .
suspect

to 1982
rape and

slaying

Sheriff says genetic evidence
may not be enough to convict
the Utah inmate of the murder
of Lisa Chambers.

BY PATRICK ORR
porr@idahostatesman.com

After nearly 25 frustrating years, a
DNA match with a convicted killer
may have solved the 1982 Ada County
murder of 14-year-old Lisa Cham-
bers.

But the case isn’t closed, and the
Ada County sheriff hopes local resi-
dents will come forward with more
evidence.

Just finding a DNA
match between Utah
inmate Wesley Allen
Tuttle and Chambers
— a developmentally
disabled girl found
sexually assaulted and
strangled in a cornfield
near Lake Hazel and
Five Mile roads on
Thanksgiving day 1982
— might not be
enough to convict Tut-
tle of her murder, Sher-
iff Gary Raney said
Monday.

With only one other
piece of evidence — a
girl fitting Chambers’
description was seen
near the Ada County Fairgrounds
next to a white truck registered to
Tuttle the day after she went missing
— detectives hope to find more evi-
dence to charge Tuttle and resolve a
case that has vexed deputies for
decades.

“There are always a few criminal
cases that haunt a law enforcement
organization,” Raney said. “The case
of Lisa Chambers is one that haunts
the Ada County Sheriff’s Office. De-
tectives would pull (the case file) out
and say, ‘What have we missed? Who
could we interview?’”

Detectives say Lisa’s mother, Nan-
cy — the girl’s only remaining local
relative — was thrilled to hear the
news, but she was not available for
comment Monday. Detectives say

Tuttle
in1984

Tuttle
2007

See DNA, MAIN 7

Delegation also expresses some relief. The U.S. attorney
for Idaho calls departing attorney general a ‘true patriot.’

BY ERIKA BOLSTAD
ebolstad@mcclatchydc.com
WASHINGTON — Idaho’s
all-Republican  congressional
delegation offered reactions to
the resignation of Attorney Gen-
eral Alberto Gonzales on Mon-
day ranging from relief to disap-

pointment.

Gonzales had become a dis-
traction to President Bush,
largely because of his firing of
eight U.S. attorneys around the
nation, and his decision to step
down “takes some heat off the
president, on the domestic is-

sues,” said 2nd District Rep.
Mike Simpson.

“I think it was probably a
good thing, and not because I
don’t think that Gonzales has
been, from my view, a decent at-
torney general,” Simpson said.
“He was the albatross around

interfered with any federal in-

the neck of the administration.” See GONZALES, MAIN 6
Sen. Mike Crapo said that
nothing suggested Gonzaleshad RESIGNATION MAY MAKE

vestigations or perjured himself.
“Im disappointed to see him
make the decision,” Crapo said.
First District Rep. Bill Sali has
always felt that Gonzales “had
the statutory authority to hire
and fire the U.S. attorneys who

BUSH'S JOB EASIER. MAINT1

PABLO MARTINEZ MONSIVAIS / The Associated Press
U.S. Attorney General Alberto Gonzales announces his resignation at a
press conference Monday at the Department of Justice in Washington.

5-MINUTE
AMERICANS ARE GETTING FATTER
Obesity rates continued to climb in 31

states, including Idaho, last year, and
no state showed a decrease. MAINT1

KIDS GO ‘DIAPER-FREE’

The “diaper-free” movement is
founded on the belief that babies are
born with an instinctive ability to sig-
nal when they have to answer nature’s
call. MAINTI

OH, MY SHOULDER!
Dr. Collins looks at biceps tendinitis, a
common ailment in paddlers and oth-
er athletes. OUTDOORS, SPORTS 6

EMILY'S POSTS
Emily Simnitt checks in with some stu-
dents starting their freshman year in
the dorms at Boise State University. All
the comforts of home, sans the laundry
help. OUR TOWNS, MAIN 9

STILL TALKING ABOUT SALI
Our letter writers have a lot to say
about Idaho Rep. Bill Sali. OPINION,
MAIN 15

MORE TEENS ARE CAREGIVERS
Like thousands of other teens, Aleyna
Castillo is the primary caregiver for a
chronically ill relative while also at-
tending school. MAIN 11

HOME BUILDER TRIES EBAY
CBH Homes is turning to eBay to
jump-start sales. The Boise-based
builder has listed five homes valued
from $140,000 to $210,000. BUSINESS 1

BSU COULD TAP CHEAP HEAT
A federal grant could extend Boise’s
geothermal system, giving Boise State
University a chance to tap into the af-
fordable heat source. MAIN 3

KETCHUM CALLS OFF EVENTS
The mountain town cancels Wagon
Days and BaseCamp Music Experience
festival due to a wildfire that continues

to threaten the area. MAIN 2

BACK TO SCHOOL 2007
8 IdahoStatesman.com

Send photos of your child’s return to
school to onlinenews@idahostates
man.com for our Back to School photo
gallery. Include your name for publica-
tion and your phone number for verifi-
cation.

COMING TOMORROW
The Boise State Broncos are hitting the
big time, so fans may see some big-
time changes. This year, tailgaters will
feel a crunch in stadium parking.
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